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? MERE POINT and
the FIRST \I/ORLD FLIERS

B! E. Catle Libbi

!4d dle bo!! -u Lc.ldiless to take Am.:rrca s out-
.'..r,Jinc l{Ig:t o, ll],. :u" h-;Fr,r unir.trs,"r." s"il.
inr  rn,ys kn,w uh(rp t^  bonow anqhors joJ ) in .
l r " .n  , , - ' f tbor inq Frch.  a iz  gar"gps and.  ronf iJpnr
| | ,J t  x  ucc. ' rnn i i rs l t , i .L t  su i .h Lber t r . ,  h , . tpcd rhe
rr ' -  

^r , ,  
!  cr r r  rhF thre, .  p lxnc.  Then rhnv roscJ

.  ! lF hr5r  ' \nr ld  
! : td : , . .  whFrc prot ,  , \o f  \ t^ r !an

h I  r ' \ , ' i rc  .nd \ l r .  J- . *  Bro$r  greer , . t l  r t ,pa rn
thc name of a wclconnrg committee that aleady
$$.  hr i r , (  oG.rn i /ed . .  n , ,nq th,  Jp l iqht .d .o . rE.r . .

r r . ,  \ r \ . , v i " i a r s  u , r .  J r v i d p d  u f . . s  L o I . . , r . r c . t ,
x r n ^ r ' q  t i ' r r  . ,  n r n . r  r . s i L t , . n r .  . , n d  t . , r e r  t h .  r n r i r p
cdoDy htmed olrt to play hosr io the fliers ar New
\4endows IDn. Th€i.e the aviators werc quickty
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;,1r {
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A h.utbul of sightseerc rcu out to the t3oston.

r)N Septemb. '  5 tcrt l  a dpnsr ros dt, ,ns lhe
\- ,  ,"asl  hrd not \cr J,rouJed lhc , tv dLn!( \ tcr(
Point, ivlaine, a peDins.ula in Casco Bay, about six
milcs south of Drunswick. Most of thc sunmer
colonists "from away" had already left for their
wint€r homes, but those among the two dozen cot-
tagers \rbo lived in or near Brunsrvick \(,cic stitt in
rcsidence. Suddenly, the aftcrnoon ouiet was broken
hy rhp dronc ol  J inr lane mntors. : rnd pre..nt l )  ih-
sldrr le ' l  p.opl.  on thc P^rnr " .rughr a ctr .np,.  ol
thre. , ' i rcrdl t .  nosing their  $ay rourh$rrd .r t  a low
rltitude above the sea_

. Arrplan|s were gcncr. . t l )  .n un. i imrnon sidl t  rn
(h,\p d. 'ys.  anJ lhc gr.nrp of thr.e r-mhd.d t l , .  on_
lookers that the U. S. AuDy Air Scrvjce fliers, the
iirst men ever to circle the eartb by airp)ane. were
eJ,p€cted to complete their flighr tliat datby landhg
at Boston, whcre a huge officiat reccpttun awaited
r h c m  A .  r h e  p L r k .  d i s . r p p , , , r e d  t r o m  \ ; E h r : r n d
sound- lhc hcndlul  ol  ne,,ple nn NtFr, .  poir t  rF-
sumed their activities. But within a {ew minutcs.
the cralt could be head retuming, ;rnd this ti)ne ir
was- evident drat tlrcy were lAnding in ttic ]]ay.

Mrs. -Ios-eph S. grgtson and a fe\y {ricLqtr- ybo
q e r e  p l l y i n g  a u c t i o n  L r j d s c ,  , t r n D l r d  r h r i i , , r r d r
_iL1l".: ll:-ft.] Ii-i:, :9 -,,.h fi-n"r; y*,€
Joscpn.5rcr$n- . ,  - t  d ot r i t t r  I  n- _w.6 l ) t r ! !g t .nni .
s ' rn hr\  r / -)enr-. t . t  chrrm. CLrcnce lol ,n,un. thcv
d b i n d o n e d  r h . i r  g . , m , , .  f J c e d  t o  r t " . t o , . ,  l , , , n " m i
, ' ,n oi  r l ,F ruwb^,rs rhar h:rd b.;n h;, , I .d our tor
I .  I+T.,rnd 1r.r"  rhe Frsr In r . . , ,  h r l ,p nt lncs

_qiul .  tner!  .^\crrcmFnt.  ,Fy rn,pro! i , , , t  . r  bir  ot
proln,ol :  . , (  r l ,c olLl"r  ol  thc t$u. Ct;-n.c ;(nr
d L , , r r d  ' h ;  f f r " r  p l d r , , . , t , y . , 1 , 1 y ; . k h . . L  
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(r,o-qnizcd l)v other din€rs, rvho askcd rrlrur[cLalnc
(lurstrlrs a)rd colh.ted r slreaf oI auto.qraphs-

\ lerDwhj le,  Licut(rnl t  Lolcl l  H. Srr ru, ,  crrrr
mander of thc iqu.rdror,  Lorrr  et i  br:hinr l  with Lieu,
(cnant Lcsln: l l .  . \ f lo l( l  n) l iandle dctai ls correcied
*i th tLcir  for.cd lar)dnr,r  I l is f i fs i  nr lu.st  $rs rhrt
11)Li r )g Jof  Sl . tso, i  r , iq l , t  t r l .  h jm t ( )  thc l ( . .uest
n l r fhore.  lLer .  \ ' rs  o. l )  ( ! re phon(,  on \ lerc
l l ) in t  a publ ic  onr :  in  ( lcorge I 'n lk fs  ( ! rnbnr t r t jon
stoll urd post o{nc.. J(i lruni.dlI .r)nrnrnn(leere.t
his faihdrs car rnd, ',niil thfi sa\\ hjrn clrile ofi io
the skDc \ r ' i th  L icntenrnt  Sui tb,  h is  puents $ere

t , .  t , . , r  t , . , , , )  t , , . $  , t r r . L  I n . . -

Snriih firsi phord the Sc.r{rtah ,,1 tlr r\rnrl jn
Wishi  qton . rDd thc l  rcpor t { { l  io  \ ln lor  Ccnerr l
\ lxsor  P:r t r ick.  cr r r  audcr  01 tL.  Ard\  , ' \ i r  Su\ ice.
$ l ) .  wl is  nNi i t iDg lhc f l ic rs  in  Boston.  th , ' t  t l ,c  er
pf ( l i tnnr  wrs s: r leh brck i I  t l t r ,  Ln i t .d  Sl , , t { .s  Th.
lnrDes h ld takcr  r ) I I  f ro ,n Picrur ,  Nou S(! ) l i r  t l ,x t
, , ( , rDn,g,  bul  h i ld  bcfD hdrpct  d l r r  Jrurv nrg t 'or
m,(h o l  t le  { l ight .  r \s  ih .v  rc i . , l red t l ,c  \h i ' ie
coast  lhc f . )g rqrrsrncd,  so tLxt  ih .  sqL,rdro l l  Nns
forced lo H). just  rbovc the r \ ' . r !cs.  dDd ai  , )nc l )o i l r
I r rd ahnost  cr r rshecl  on u roc l !  proni .nh)N.  l r t ( r  l ) ( -
l i ( \ed to ha\ t  bccn thc is l . tnc l  o f  I ton l r . ( r , l

lh  t l , (  tnn.  thc!  prsse. l  o \o Seguin l , ie l t  r r  i : :0
p in . ,  L i .u tu)rnt  Smith dc.  ed ihai .  \ ' i th  tL .  r r i |
v '  ro l r  (o ' , rp lc t ion.  i t  wns recdless rnd nxnl r .uLh t ( ,
r is l  t ) r  drr rgct  of  coni in l ing on i r i  such \ rca(hcr .
1s lh$ passrd ovcf  \ lere R) iDt ,  L t .  SDr i th Doicd a
smal l  r r ta  s t i l l  d . . r r  o f  nrg.  br t  hoping xt  L, . rsr  k)
ferch Porthnd h, ! ln) r ,  c( t r r t i rurd on to t innouth.
l l ' "  ' '  | ,  |  , , 1 . r ,  r . ' . , , .  \ . |
L i l i t \  r l  r l l  so thc s( tL dr(nr  t r r rnrd brck n)  th€ c leaf
r r .a.  \ 'h . r .  lbc!  sct  t l ic i f  l ,hn.s do\r , i  o , ,  the FhiDq
IL int  s ide oI  ihc lJ , i ) .  t |0  t r r i (a ]  xcross to \ l l r t

AboDe - lt'lanlj cttme to Diea
the plaitar. Right - folng
loseph Stetron, uho hebed
eatch the ubcraft.
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l,ieln. Smitl]- eluNs
tcith Clarence lohft-
ton, uho &1, fr$t to
gra?1 the flie8.
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plancs. Even though the fog turne(l to raii, the
boys never reJnxed their vigjl, dte.nating rowbo.rt
tours of the aircrafr wiih bricf perirxls of sbelter
aboard ore of the lnunchcs. At abodt midnight thc
N..1a Orlcant, anchored a bit rnore to seaward thAD
tbe Chiugo and the Dosron 11, srarted to drag hcr
rn.hor. Joe quickly wokc Lieutenant Nclson, who
was lodged rt Capiain Solon E. Turner's housc, and
together ihey secured the ancbor and kept the planc
frorD driftjng farther.

Ily 7 p.m. the first newsmen hitd arrived and fronr
thcn until ter midnight, stood in linc to use the
post oflce telephone, a wooden wall instrurncnt wrth
r crank for ringing "centrAl' to placc x cntt. On
Saiurday nxrrning, September 6. a dav of clerr skics
rvitb a brisk wcst \rjnd, luere Point was invaded by
hurdreds of peoplc, thrilled to be on the sce.e of
such exciting cveDts.

\ \ l , r l (  th^ x t i r tor .  . , IJ  rh ' r r  m.rny . ,dmrrch wpre
lvaitjng for the arrival of a truckload of speciat high
tcst aviation gasoline froln Btrh and its transfer io
the plines by rorvlloat, ll formation of eleven U. S.
Army De Haviland planes arrivcd over the scen€,
rvith Gcneral Vason NI. Patrick, cornmander of the
Air Service. leading the squadron. Unabte k, tand
without pontn)ns, the formation circlcd tbe area and
dived in turn to salute the heroes, rhen flew otr k)
laDd at Old Or..hard Beac} and wait until thc wortd
fliers carne along to be escorted to BostoD.

r l r I I IS hr ' t . , r ic  f l i j r l , r  
" rd 

bcg n in  sFr  t "  or ,  . \pr i l
I  6 th.  hol lo$ing W,, r lJ  W.rr  I ,  ,F\c ' , , t  , . , runtr ier

planDed or ;rttempted tu be first to encircle the entirc
world by air, ard some of the Amy Air Service's
most brilliant pionecrs aided in achieving tbe honor
1{)r the UDited States.

After cxteDsive srudics of climatic conditions
thrnrghoui the world. it was decided that it would
bc f.rr safer to travel wesrward. rathcr than ro ihe
eastward, as most other countries had tried to do
and failed. The strrt was made in April so as to blr

, , r " . ' L l  
, , f  r l . .  l o q  l ) , n q  l o (  d J o r t  t h ,  ( , r a \ r  o t  q t . , . -

r : '  t ' n  r ) t ' h ,  . n  s p x , , , n  i n  J J t , . n  J , , J  C h i n . ,  . r n d  r h e
moDsoons ni Burma, retuming to rhe North Attantic
in advrn.e of the Arctic wi.rer

_ Tl ' .  l \ rvy .n l l : rh , rn leJ $ i th rh.  qrny in  lu , .nr ing
l r rge 5 ior \  4 l  luc l .  c lorh ing 5p.dF f - r t \  . i IL l  ,+hFr
suppl'es at *ratedc points along the cntire fiight
route. Some of these depots wcre located on taDd
and othcrs oD ships of the fleer at vrrnn,s srauons.
At some ()1 the supply poinis thcre wcre sk)rcd :rs
nHr+ . ' \  180 r . r 'ardt .  i lcms wi th cnolgh par t \  : r_
m 'ng lhFm to Lui ld  .n ent i rc l \  nFw nhnc i t  n , { (s_
s-N- T! ,F Ri . r ,  ,h-ms. lve.  wlnr  rh, ;ugt ,  . .  f " r io , l
, l  ih^n,u{h | ,J in, re L . , l ]  n I , . . ] -5  ot  rcpJi r  wort  , ,n
ihc_planes, and after nany hours of practice they
co,,ld overhaul r motor or repair r br;ken strut in
pitch bl:rckness.
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The planes they flew were heavy Douglas Cruisers,
built by a young engineer, Donald Douglas, at San-
ta Monica, under the watch{ul guidance of Lieu-
tenant Erik Nelson, one of the giers and also on€ oI
the ablest practical engine€rs in the Anny Air Serv-

The planes neasured 50 feet from tip to tip of the
wings and 38 feet ftom the propellor to the rudder.
Tbe motors were ]Zcylinder water-cooled Libe ics
that developed 45O hp each. Each plane carried 465
gallons of gasoline, 30 gallons of oil and 5 gallons
of reserve water. When loaded to capacity, and with
tbe pilot and mechanic aboard. each plan€ weigbed

When the night stated f.om Seattle, it was under
the command of Major Frederick L. Vartin and in-
cluded a founh plane, the Sedttle. Along the coast
of Alaska, between Chignik and Dutch Harbor, Ma-
jor lvlArtin crashed against a mountain in heavy fog,
and only after severat days of weary travet through
the wilderness on foot did be and his mechanic,
Scrgednl Al \r  Harvey. reach rdfely.  Sin(e rhe f l ighr
had hardly srarted and t lF commdndc' *A .u,,-
sidercd lost for several days, their supedors decided
to continue with Lieut€nant Smith in command.

While crossing between the Faroe and Orkney
Islands in the North Atlantic, they had the rnis-
fortune to lose the Boston, which capsized in an af
tempted lift aboard tbe U.S.S. Richnwnd to rcpair
a brok€n oil line. Lieutenants Wade and Ogden
continued on to Pictou by boat and there picked up
the Boston Il, which the AImy had sent on tie des-
troyet BunlJ, so that the two men could ffnish the
flight with their companions.

Earlier in thei fligbt the American aviators bad
aided a British flier, who also was affempting to
complete a round the world rdp. And information
provided by the American giers enabled the Rtch-
'4ond to effect the rescue of an ltalian flier, Locatelli.

The American world fliex landed in 27 difierent
countdes, in each of which they were welcomed,
feted as heroes, and showered with si{ts wbich hacl
to be sent back horne on tbe supply ships.

They took oS from Mere Point, Main€ at l2:0? on
Saturday, September 6 - Iess than twenty four houls
after they had landed in a rift in the fog, ro link
Maine forever with the ffrst circling of the globe
by air and landed in Boston Jor a wildty enthusf
astic ofrcial reception. In Boston the planes' pon
toons were exchanged for wheels, and the fliers ar-
rived back at their starti.g poinr in Seartle on Sep-
tembcr 28, after logging 26,345 mjles in a rotal flying
time of 363 houls and 7 Dinutes.

All of the men received permission to accepr deco-
rations from forcign governments and, Irom their
own gmteful government, were the ffrst U. S. Army
men ever to be awarded the Distinguished SeNic;
Medal for senices other than those in war.

Lt. Leigh Wad.e on the "din1 of Boston II dr
he preparcs to leaae Merc Point.

ACK at the small setdement on Maine s rocky
coast, preparations were swiftly made to mark

cr xgarn $lll ,tngonp Hy around thc wnrl8 fol rhe

the site where tbe fiels had landed, so that {uture
generations would have knowledge of it.

Since tlre city of Boston had been designated as
tbe ffrct landing site of the flie$ after rhei encircle-
ment of the globe, it vociferously claimed that honor,
protesting that the stop at Mere Poin shoutd be dh-
rcgarded as an acciden! due to bad weather.

Gov€rnor Percival P. Baxter of Maine was equally
determined that Maine was the acrual landing place
of the ffftt flight around the world, and should be so
rcgarded. On September 12, 1994, in his usual brisk
and forthright manner, he announced to the press
that h€ had ordered a bronze plaque to be placed
in a memorial boulder at Mere Point to corunemo-
rate the first landing oI rhe world flien on U. S. soil.
A suittble boulder was located in an adjacent ffeld
and a neighbo ng farmer, Winffeld Srnith, worked
lor many day. $i th "  heaq, {eam. a c^pstan, and a
bloct and tdclte ro move ;t (o the desir;d spot. On
August 27, 1925, the suitably inscribed bronze plaque
was unyeiled and dedicateA in the presence ;f s;v-
eral thousand persons.

Tlose who remember the landing of the world
fliers at Mere Point, Maine in that excitinq aurumn
of l9%. sharc the spnse ot hisiory expresse"d by Ad-
miral Robin-son in congJatulating_ the ;via-!ers -
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